This is the repository of data relating to the University of Leeds’ Writing Back project (2017-18). Writing Back is an award-winning letter-writing scheme that was founded by Dr Georgina Binnie in 2014, which matches University of Leeds students as pen pals with older, local residents.
The repository consists of letters exchanged between undergraduate and international postgraduate students and their older, Yorkshire pen pals during the 2017-18 academic year. An article on 2015-17 undergraduate data and the project more broadly was published in the Open Access journal, Research for All: https://doi.org/10.18546/RFA.03.1.06. 
The undergraduate strand of the scheme was funded by the University’s School of English and these students will typically be on degree programmes parented by the SoE. The international strand of the project was funded by the University’s International Student Office and international postgraduate students will be registered on non-specific, postgraduate degree programmes. 
The repository is subdivided as follows: Undergraduate Letters; International Postgraduate Letters. These relate to separate, degree-related strands of Writing Back. Letters are included in the repository with participants’ informed consent. This is a small data sample, as further, 2017-18 letter writers opted for their letters not to be anonymised and included in the project’s research data (110/150 of undergraduate strand participants and 26/46 of international postgraduate strand participants).
Letters have been transcribed verbatim and dates given, where these were included by participants in their correspondence. 
The letters in this repository are currently embargoed, pending publication. For further details, please contact the copyright holder, Dr Georgina Binnie at georginabinnie88@googlemail.com. 
Identifying Guide
Letter writers with data in this repository have been given alphabetical and numerical identifiers and all names removed from their correspondence.
INTS relates to an international postgraduate student. INTOP relates to an older pen pal writing to an international postgraduate student. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]S relates to an undergraduate student and OP relates to an older pen pal writing to an undergraduate student.
Occasionally, participants will write to more than one student across one or both strands of the project. This means, for example, that the file ‘INTS23 and INTOP23/OP46/OP72’ relates to an international student (INTS23) writing to one older pen pal who writes to multiple students (an international student – INTS23, an undergraduate student – S46 and another undergraduate student – S72). A booklet of correspondence will only ever contain letters exchanged between one student and one older pen pal. As slashes ‘/’ cannot be used in file names, OP may occur more than once in a file name, e.g. S84 and OP45, OP69 and OP84. However, this is only one student (S84) writing to one older pen pal (OP45/69/84), who also writes to two additional, undergraduate students (S45 and S69). 

