


As we draw to close on our time as Leeds General Cemetery research interns, we hope you’ve enjoyed our posts! If you’re interested in learning more about the Leeds General Cemetery and the lives of those interred there, we’ve drawn up this list of resources to help you get started. 

The sources below are about death in national and local context in the 19th century. 

Pat Jalland, Death in the Victorian Family (1996) is an exploration of societal attitudes towards death during the Victorian era. It focuses on the domestic and familial attitudes towards death, including particularly interesting chapters on widowhood, religion, and the death of children. The families described in this book are primarily middle class and upper families. Pat Jalland has also written a number of books about death and grieving: if you are interested to know about historical experiences of death in other periods and cultures, it is worth sourcing her other works as well. 

Julie Rugg, Churchyard and Cemetery: Traditions and modernity in rural North Yorkshire (2015) focuses on the physical space of churchyards and cemeteries, all within North Yorkshire. It is an excellent resource for anyone interested in cemeteries in Yorkshire, but especially for family historians with ancestors buried in North Yorkshire, as it explains the symbolism and rationale behind the planning present at many of these burial spaces. 

James Stevens Curl, The Victorian Celebration of Death (1972). This book mainly looks at the architectural traditions of churchyards, cemeteries and funerary monuments, but it also addresses the impact of public health concerns on the funeral industry (and vice versa) as well as a chapter covering the death and funeral of Queen Victoria herself.

If you’d like to read more about the Leeds General Cemetery specifically, take a look at some of these resources.

John Wolffe's Great Deaths: grieving, religion and nationhood in Victorian Britain discusses the public, social, political and national context and purpose of mourning. It covers a similar period to the existence of Leeds General Cemetery and even discusses some of the funerals that were held at the cemetery, such as the burial of Edward Baines Jr. 

Over the first few weeks of the internship, Imogen Gerard and Kelsie Root produced a statistical analysis report which explored the correlation between plot number and occupation, the correlation between occupation and cause of death, some of possible further research and more. You can view this report here [LINK]

Kelsie Root, SEPULTURE AND THE CITY: The Social Role of Burial Spaces in Early 19th Century Britain and Their Impact on the Leeds General Cemetery Company  the final year dissertation written by our intern, Kelsie Root. It predominantly address the national context of public health concerns that led to the creation of a huge number of new cemeteries in the latter half of the 1800s, and then addresses why the Leeds General Cemetery was created in 1833, before the “boom”. Find it here (link)

Have you read any good books about death and dying in the nineteenth century that we’ve missed here? Let us know in the comments!

