Guidelines for producing cause of death narratives to accompany the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers

The aim of this task is to produce website text that will be stored in Emu, which will help explain and contextualise the causes of death recorded in the Leeds General Cemetery (LGC) burial registers in order to aid users of the index. 

Below we will cover what to include in these narratives, how to reference the sources you have used and we will highlight some useful resources to assist in researching causes of death. 

Writing the narrative

The narratives produced thus far have varied in length from 200 to 800 words. The length and content depends on the information available and the prevalence of the condition in the burial registers, as well as how familiar a disease is likely to be to modern readers. 

Entries should be broken into two sections: definition and history. 

The ‘Definition’ section may include:
· an explanation of what the cause of death or disease in question is understood to mean today 
· the main symptoms
· the main causes of the disease or condition
· the mechanism by which the disease causes the symptoms and how this can lead to the death of the sufferer

The ‘History’ section may include:
· How the meaning of the term that has been used in the registers may have developed over time. Would the terminology used have meant something different in the 19th century to what it is understood to mean today? Is it possible to trace when the term was first used? Have different terms been used to describe the same disease or condition? 
· In some cases, it may be necessary to explain why something that is not an actual cause of death (e.g. inflammation) has been recorded as a cause of death. Many of the recorded ‘causes’ are more accurately described as symptoms of an underlying condition or simply circumstances which relate to the death (e.g. hospital).
· Give the historical context of the disease or condition. How prevalent was it during the 19th century when the LGC opened? Was the disease affected by historical events like the industrial revolution, the Public Health reforms or the World Wars? How might these events have made people more likely to catch the disease? If it is an infectious disease, can you find any writing about the spread of the disease in Britain or in Leeds during the past couple hundred years? 
· Research and reflect on why certain groups may have been more badly affected than others. For example, why children may have been more susceptible to certain diseases than adults. 
· If you can, go to the Central Library and use the Medical Office of Health Reports for Leeds to find out how many people died from certain diseases in the late 19th and early 20th century. This will allow you to compare the prevalence of a disease within the LGC population, to death rates or death counts by that disease within Leeds or the UK as a whole at that time. 

If there is more to be said about an illness than can be included in a short narrative, consider signposting further reading resources. 

If an entry appears to be too long, try to edit it down by prioritising the information essential to a general audience: the symptoms of the disease, the people who were most likely to suffer from this disease, how it caused death. The ‘History’ section should be prioritised in importance compared with the ‘Definition’ section.

At the end of the narrative you may find it helpful to include a link to the cause of death in question within the burial register index. This would encourage readers to explore further by seeing who else in the Leeds General Cemetery died of that disease. The index gives useful information such as the number of people in the LGC to have this cause of death, their age, their gender, etc. In the existing cause of death narratives a link to that particular cause of death within the index has been done for the top ten most common causes of death to appear in the registers. An example of how to introduce this link is shown below:  

‘Stillborn’ is one of the top ten most common causes of death recorded in the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers . To find out more, follow this link. Select ‘View key statistics’ to generate charts displaying the numbers of those affected. 
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/special-collections-explore/Leeds%20General%20Cemetery%20Burial%20Registers%20Index?archiveDescription=stillborn 

Different terms for the same disease

One of the main strengths of the LGC burial registers is the registers’ ability to evidence the use of changing medical terminology over time. We are very interested in the different words and language use to describe medical conditions. 

One disease or cause of death may appear in the registers under multiple different names. For example: consumption, TB, tubruculoisis, pthisis - all these refer to the same disease. Similarly, the narrative written for the cause of death ‘convulsions’ also discusses other relevant causes of death like ‘fits’, ‘seizure’ and ‘infantile convulsions’. 

It is best to write one narrative which mentions all the different variant names and terms for that cause of death. This one narrative can be linked to the multiple terms, as shown in the following screenshot:
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Researching

It is always important to assess the reliability of any source you are using. Who wrote this information? Has it been checked, edited or peer-reviewed? When was it written? As you read a source and write about it, keep in mind which period the source is from. I.e. specify in your writing which century you are talking about. 

It is important to remember that historical understandings of illness and the body may have differed hugely to modern understandings. 

Helpful Sources 

In creating the existing cause of death summaries, we have found a number of sources helpful. They are listed below. 

Sources to assist in explaining a modern understanding of a disease:
· The NHS Choices website has been useful in giving a general overview of diseases that are still in existence today. 

· This modern online Medical Dictionary is a helpful resource for understanding technical medical terms.

· A similar modern medical dictionary: Black’s Medical Dictionary (42nd edn), Harvey Marcovitch, A. & C. Black, 2010

Historical of disease 
We have used a number of books in researching these synopses, all but one are available from the Leeds University libraries. Also included below are websites which give the history of disease. 

· People, environment, disease and death : a medical geography of Britain throughout the ages by G. Melvyn Howe gives overviews of disease by region, explaining how and why the disease affected specific locations. This is an excellent book for creating cause of death entries, as it allows you to relate the disease specifically to Leeds/West Yorkshire.

· The Cambridge world history of human disease, edited by Kenneth F. Kiple - this vast text contains overviews of disease globally and through the ages as well as some commentary on epidemiology and industry effects. 

· ‘Health and Disease in Human History’, Robert I. Rotberg, MIT Press, 2000 - Rotberg discusses the development of terminology used for diseases and the prevalence of disease in the 18th century. He draws on the causes of death recorded in the London Bills of Mortality during the 18th century.This book is not currently available at the Leeds Uni library but was an extremely helpful resource in writing the narrative for ‘convulsions’. Much of it can be accessed in the google ebooks preview. 

· From Cholera to Aids: The History of Infectious Diseases in Europe (1800- 2000) - This is a pdf of a course handbook for module on infectious diseases at Manchester. It makes a handy resource for reading about specific illnesses. 

· Wikipedia can be useful in providing a global and historical summary of an illness. This site is best used as a way to find other, more reliable sources by reading the references, citations and external links sections. 

For Understanding Archaic Medical Terms
Many website exist to help family historians make sense of their ancestors causes of deaths. 

·  Antiquus Morbus: A Glossary of Archaic Medical Terms, Diseases and Causes of Death. This is the main website of its kind and acts as a search engine. You enter terms and it provides a table with definitions accompanied by sources/references in square brackets. This website is a very good starting point for researching archaic medical terms, but do try and follow up the references it cites. 

· Glossary of 18th and 19th century Medical Terms  This glossary is a similar resource. Again, it is best used as a starting point as the site doesn’t include references or sources of its information. 

Medical resources contemporary with the LGC
Medical textbooks and dictionaries written in the 19th century offer a brilliant insight into historical understandings of medical terms and medicine. ‘The Physician's Vade Mecum’ is a brilliant example of this. Several editions published throughout the 19th century are listed below. These are available to view online through google ebooks.  

· The Physician's Vade Mecum: Being a Compendium of Nosology and Therapeutics, for the Use of Students, 1807

· ‘The Physician's Vade-mecum: Containing the Symptoms, Causes, Diagnosis, Prognosis, and Treatment of Diseases. Accompanied by a Select Collection of Formulae and a Glossary of Terms’, Robert Hooper, Thomas and George Underwood, 1823

· ‘Dr. Hooper's Physician's Vade-mecum’, William Augustus Guy, Henry Renshaw, 1846 

· ‘Hooper’s Physician's Vade-mecum’, Robert Hooper, H Renshaw, 1856

Scholarly articles 
Some causes of death will relate to existing scholarly writing and journal articles. For example, the frequency of stillbirths and social attitudes towards stillbirths has been researched and written about extensively. Teething as a cause of death is also a phenomenon which has been studied and written about academically. For this reason it is worth searching your cause of death in the Library catalogue and seeing what articles come up on JSTOR. 

· An example of a journal article which may be relevant to cause of death narrative writing: Stillbirth registration and perceptions of infant death, 1900–60, GAYLE DAVIS,  DOI: 10.1111/j.1468-0289.2009.00478.x

History of Medicine Resources

· A website for historical medical procedures such as blood letting. 

· Roy Porter’s For the Greatest Benefit of Mankind is less about specific disease and more about medicine through time. However, common conditions are often listed in the index and that page will usually include information of the treatment of that ailment.

· ‘Report on the Sanitary Condition of the Labouring Population and on the Means of its Improvement’, Edwin Chadwick, 1848. - This famous report from the social reformer Edwin Chadwick demonstrated that poor living conditions were linked to greater instances of disease. 

· A useful timeline of the development of public health in Britain.  

Medical Office of Health Reports, Leeds Central Library
These can provide you with information on how many people died from certain diseases in the late 19th and early 20th century in Leeds.

Death Certificates 
Resources that give information on practices and legislation which relate to death certificates and the recording of causes of death:

· ‘An overview of the death certification reforms’, Department of Health. 

· Death Certification - Guidance for doctors certifying cause of death in Manchester (today)

· Similarly: Cause of Death notes and guidance for Doctors in Southampton. 


Referencing 

Keep a note of the sources you have used. These should be added to the narrative via the ‘source’ section of Sapphire. For each source, include the author, title and year of publication. If listing an online resource, you should also include a URL and the date you accessed the resource in [square brackets]. If you have used more than one source, you should separate each source with a semicolon. An example is included below: 

‘Pneumonia’, NHS, [http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Pneumonia/Pages/Introduction.aspx, accessed 24 Jul 2017]; ‘People Environment, Disease and Death: A Medical Geography of Britain throughout the Ages’, G. Melvyn Howe, University of Wales Press 1997; ‘Pollution and pnemonia’, NHS website, [http://www.nhs.uk/news/2008/04April/Pages/Pollutionandpneumonia.aspx, accessed 24 Jul 2017]; Investigations for Pneumonia, Prasanna Kumar Thomas, [http://www.japi.org/january_special_2012/05_investigations_for_pneumonia.pdf, accessed 24 Jul 2017]; ‘The Gram Stain and the Etiology of Lobar Pneumonia’, Robert Austrian , in ‘Bacteriol Rev’, 1960; 24(3): 261–265 [https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC441053/?page=1, accessed 24 Jul 2017]; ‘A Brief History of the Pneumococcus in Biomedical Research’, David A. Watson et al in ‘Clinical Infectious Diseases’ 1993; 17: 913-24  [https://profiles.nlm.nih.gov/ps/access/CCGMGF.pdf, accessed 24 Jul 2017]; ‘Cures out of Chaos’, Daniel K. Podolsky, CRC Press, 1998

Uploading to EMu/Sapphire 

For the existing cause of death narratives written for the LGC index we have used a form created in Sapphire to input the information into Emu. 

You will need to input the following information. Please note that text you enter must have no formatting. To remove formatting, copy and paste the text into the notepad programme, and then copy and paste from notepad into Sapphire/Emu 

· The title of the narrative (which will be the cause of death in question, e.g. influenza)
· A brief summary of the narrative. E.g. A description of influenza as a cause of death found in the Leeds General Cemetery Burial Registers held in Special Collections of Leeds University Library.
· The different terms associated with that cause of death. E.g. Influenza, flu etc. 
· The narrative text itself, including the headings ‘Definition’ and ‘History’. (Remember to copy and paste this text into notepad first to remove the formatting.) 
· The sources you have used listed in one long line with semi colons separating each source. (See the previous section in this guide on referencing.) 

Style

When writing the cause of death narratives we found that sometimes we felt compelled to write a cause of death in single quotation marks. For example, ‘consumption’. Whereas in many instances, it seemed natural to write the cause of death without any quotation marks. For consistency, we decided on a rule to help us decide when it was or wasn’t appropriate to place a cause of death in quotation marks within a narrative. 

Use single quotation marks when referring to an archaic medical term or historical cause of death, such as ‘dropsy’, ‘quinsy’ and ‘natural decay’. You may also use single quotation marks when referring to the cause of death as term. For example: “at the start of the 18th century, the meaning of the term ‘convulsions’ was was associated with deaths in newborns.” In all other cases, simply write the cause of death without any quotation marks. 
image2.png
Title: Convulsions

Brief summary (think Google search results): A description of convulsions as a cause of death found in the Leeds General
Cemetery Burial Registers held in Special Collections of Leeds University
Library.
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Narrative: Definition -

Today, convulsions are understood to mean the involuntary rapid
contracting and relaxing of muscles, which result in abnormal movements





