Top Ten Causes of Death

Stillborn

Definition

A stillbirth is a birth in which the baby is born dead. There are a variety of conditions and events that can cause a baby to be stillborn, such as bleeding during labour, genetic conditions, infection or pre-eclampsia, a condition which causes high blood pressure in the mother. Problems with the placenta or umbilical cord can also cause stillbirths, either due to problems in the development of the placenta which restrict the foetus’s growth, or due to problems such as tears or bleeds which occur during the labour and delivery itself.

In the United Kingdom today, a child is considered to be stillborn if they are delivered dead after 24 or more weeks of pregnancy, and any death of foetus prior to 24 weeks is considered a miscarriage. However, definitions of the difference between a miscarriage and a stillbirth have varied hugely over time. 


History 

Historically, stillbirth was relatively common, and the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers record over 10,000 cases of stillbirth. For example, from 1917 to 1927, 4.3% of all births in Leeds were stillborn.  This high rate is likely to have been due to a variety of factors, including but not limited to poor diet and malnutrition, lack of sanitation leading to illness and infection, and a lack of access to healthcare and monitoring during pregnancy and/or during birth. 

A number of the stillbirths from June 12th 1909 onwards recorded in the burial registers are from stillbirths that took place in the Leeds Maternity Hospital, the vast majority of which were buried in Leeds General Cemetery. This may also account for the large number of stillbirths present in the burial registers. 

Over the course of the existence of Leeds General Cemetery, both the legal and social status of stillbirths underwent huge changes. The Births and Death Registration Act 1836 made it a legal requirement to register all births and deaths with the General Register Office for England and Wales. However, stillborn children were viewed differently: no registers were kept and funerals were rare. Many of the stillborn children within the Leeds General Cemetery were buried in common graves without a separate ceremony of their own. 

It wasn’t until 1926 (1939 in Scotland) that acts were passed requiring the registering of stillborn babies. This act was passed as people began to worry to that parents were falsely claiming their children were stillborn, either because they couldn’t afford the funeral expenses that came with the death of a child that had lived or to cover up the deliberate or accidental killing of a living child. Passing the act also allowed the government to keep track of the number of stillbirths in different areas of the United Kingdom and use this data to try to reduce the incidence of stillbirth through education and the provision of healthcare resources. 

‘Stillborn’ is one of the top ten most common causes of death recorded in the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers . To find out more, follow this link. Select ‘View key statistics’ to generate charts displaying the numbers of those affected. 
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/special-collections-explore/Leeds%20General%20Cemetery%20Burial%20Registers%20Index?archiveDescription=stillborn
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Bronchitis

Definition

The bronchi are the main airways of the lungs which branch off from the windpipe (trachea) and diverge into smaller airways. Normally the bronchi produce mucus to help remove irritating particles, like dust, from the lungs. Bronchitis is the infection of the bronchi, causing the bronchi to become inflamed and irritated. More mucus is produced, leading to a persistent cough. 

Acute bronchitis is the temporary inflammation of the bronchi, which usually lasts up to three weeks. Chronic bronchitis is the name for long term and recurring inflammation of the bronchi. 

The main symptoms of bronchitis are a hacking cough bringing up mucus, sore throat, headache, a blocked or runny nose, shortness of breath, wheezing, aches, tiredness. 

The infection is most commonly caused by a virus, though bacteria can also infect the bronchi. The virus is spread through droplets in the air released by coughs and sneezes. Bronchitis is also triggered by directly breathing in irritant substances such as tobacco smoke, air pollution and chemicals.  Occupational exposure to irritants - such as fabric fibres in textiles, acids, ammonia and chlorine - puts people at greater risk of developing bronchitis.
 
History

London physician Charles Badham coined the term bronchitis. He uses the word in his 1808 publication in which he describes the disease as an ‘inflammatory affection of that part of the mucous membrane which lines the bronchial tubes.’  Throughout the 19th century ‘bronchitis’ was consistently defined as the inflammation of the bronchi. This corresponds with our understanding of the disease today. The causes of bronchitis (viral or bacterial infection and breathing in toxic substances) were not known until the second half of the twentieth century. 

Throughout the 1800s bronchitis was one of the main causes of death in urban areas of Europe. The disease was particularly abundant in Britain during the late 19th century in damp and smoky industrialised places. Overcrowding and unsanitary living conditions will have caused the virus to spread readily within communities. 

The accelerated industrialisation of Leeds in the late 18th and early 19th century caused a smokey atmosphere to develop. The prospering textile industry in particular lead to the introduction of factories, mills and steam engines which in turn contributed to the level of air pollution. Pollutants will have put those working and living in the urban areas of Leeds at a greater risk of contracting bronchitis. 

It is thought that bronchitis as a cause of death in children in Victorian Britain is more likely to have been contracted due to infection and the spread of the virus. Whereas exposure to pollutants in the atmosphere and workplaces is more likely to have lead to adult deaths from bronchitis at this time. 

The average annual death rate in Leeds of deaths caused by bronchitis, pneumonia and pleurisy (conditions involving the inflammation of the lungs) for the years 1885-9 was 3.92 per 1000 people. By 1920 the annual death rate in Leeds for bronchitis was 1.39 and by 1937 it was 0.48. 

Bronchitis is one of a number of lung conditions now known as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease which still affect people in Britain today and lead to deaths.  

Bronchitis is one of the top ten most common causes of death recorded in the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers . To find out more, follow this link. Select ‘View key statistics’ to generate charts displaying the breakdown of who this disease affected. 
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/special-collections-explore/Leeds%20General%20Cemetery%20Burial%20Registers%20Index?archiveDescription=bronchitis

Names: bronchitis, chronic bronchitis, acute bronchitis
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Consumption

Variant names: tuberculosis, TB, phthisis, phthisis pulmonalis 

Definition

Consumption, today more commonly called ‘tuberculosis’, is a bacterial infection which typically affects the lungs of a sufferer, causing a persistent wet cough, difficulty breathing, fever, fatigue and sweating. It also causes significant weight loss, which is the source of its historical name, consumption. Eventually, the lungs of the sufferer become so damaged that respiratory failure occurs. 

The bacteria that cause tuberculosis, Mycobacterium tuberculosis, can be spread through coughing, sneezing and spitting. It is also possible to have a latent tuberculosis infection, carrying the bacteria but not suffer from active tuberculosis (and thus not be able to transmit the infection to others).

Tuberculosis infection can also affect organs of the body other than the lungs. Examples of this in the register include ‘consumption of bowels’ and ‘consumption of the brain’. ‘Scrofula’, a disease which also appears as a cause of death in the burial registers, is also known ‘Mycobacterial cervical lymphadenitis’. Scrofula is an infection of the lymph nodes. In adults, it is usually caused by the tuberculosis bacterium, with symptoms including swelling of the lymph nodes, fever, weight loss and open wounds on the skin of the neck. 

History

Consumption was a leading cause of death and disability in previously healthy adults in Britain in the 1800s. A huge number of people suffered with the disease throughout the nineteenth century. The Leeds General Cemetery burial registers record over 5,500 deaths caused by consumption and a further 500 caused by ‘TB’, ‘tuberculosis’ or ‘phthisis’. 

Overcrowding, lack of ventilation and damp all made consumption more likely to spread, and thus it was particularly likely to affect people living in the smaller houses and poorer conditions associated with lower incomes.

However, consumption was extremely widespread and affected people from all backgrounds. The image of consumption came to have a profound effect on culture as a whole. In some circles, it developed a reputation for being the ‘artist’s disease’. This is reflected in the representations of consumption in popular culture, such as the opera ‘La Boheme’. Eventually however, consumption’s reputation as a bohemian disease faded as it became more closely associated with the unsanitary housing conditions of the working poor. 

Tuberculosis was particularly prevalent in Leeds: in 1890, 11% of all deaths in the city were caused by tuberculosis. As a result, the local government were keen to instigate methods of controlling the spread of the disease. 

One of these methods involved tight regulation and monitoring of dairy products. Cows can carry another type of bacteria, Mycobacterium bovis. It is possible for this bacteria to infect humans, so the local government in Leeds employed a number of inspectors to keep records on dairy farmers and their cattle in West Yorkshire. Other methods of containing tuberculosis included designating funds and hospital beds for sufferers and public health campaigns about the importance of good hygiene. 

In the registers

Consumption is one of the top ten most common causes of death recorded in the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers . To find out more, follow this link. Select ‘View key statistics’ to generate charts displaying the breakdown of who this disease affected. 
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/special-collections-explore/Leeds%20General%20Cemetery%20Burial%20Registers%20Index?archiveDescription=consumption
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Convulsions

Variant names: Convulsion, convulsions, convultions, fits, fit, seizure 

Definition

Today, convulsions are understood to mean the involuntary rapid contracting and relaxing of muscles, which result in abnormal movements of the body. A term closely related in meaning is seizure. This refers to sudden uncontrolled electrical activity in the brain causing irregular movements of the body. Convulsions and seizures are generally considered to be synonyms, though it is possible for a person to have a seizure without convulsing. The term ‘febrile convulsions’ refers to seizures in infants accompanied by fever. 

Convulsions are commonly the result of the condition epilepsy. Brain injuries or diseases of the brain can also lead to convulsions. This can include brain tumours, meningitis and encephalitis (infection of the brain).  In newborns, convulsions are caused by a fever or a lack of oxygen following labour. Seizures can be caused by epilepsy, strokes, brain tumours, metabolic disturbance, diabetes and withdrawal from addiction to alcohol. 


History 

Convulsions are the result of a disease, condition or injury, rather than being a disease in itself. The term convulsions has been used to describe a number of diseases over time, which have changed as the classification of diseases have developed. As a result, what the term ‘convulsions’ denotes has varied over the last few hundred years, gradually becoming more precise. 

In London’s bills of mortality during the 18th century, the archaic term for infant deaths, ‘chrisomes’, fell into disuse and many infant deaths were grouped under ‘convulsions’ as a general cause of death. This meant that at the start of the 18th century, the meaning of the term ‘convulsions’ was was associated with deaths in newborns. As other diagnostic terms developed during the 18th century - such as whooping cough, ‘croup’ and ‘dropsy in the brain’ - the use convulsions as a cause of death reduced. This suggests that prior to this point, convulsions had been used to describe all of these illnesses. 

Diarrhoea and convulsions were two common symptoms that presented during infant deaths. This meant that diarrhoea and convulsions were often conflated and used interchangeably as a cause of death. After 1839 the Registrar's General Classification distinguished between diarrhoea and convulsions which meant that these two terms were separated on death certificates.

By 1785 it was understood that convulsions were a symptom and could be caused by a variety of diseases. In a medical glossary book written by London physician Dr Robert Hooper in 1808, convulsions are described as ‘strong convulsive motions of the limbs and trunk of the body, and spasms of the muscles’.  This is what the meaning of convulsions has consistently been understood to mean since then. 

Fever in infants can lead to convulsions (febrile convulsions). This may account for the large proportion of infant fatalities from convulsions within the burial registers . Infants are not able to regulate their body temperatures so are at a greater risk of contracting fever. Other infections and diseases spread as a result of overcrowding and poor sanitation could cause infants to have a fever, in turn leading to convulsions. 

‘Convulsions’ as a cause of death recorded in the burial registers is likely to be a symptom of another underlying disease, condition or injury. As listed above, there is a large variety of causes assocaited with convulsions or seizures. These diseases and conditions will have been more abundant in Leeds during the burial registers ’ lifetime, due to a general lack of access to preventative health care and a lower standard of living conditions.

‘Convulsions’ is one of the top ten most common causes of death recorded in the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers . To find out more, follow this link. Select ‘View key statistics’ to generate charts displaying the breakdown of who was affected. 
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/special-collections-explore/Leeds%20General%20Cemetery%20Burial%20Registers%20Index?archiveDescription=convulsions
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Pneumonia

Definition 

Pneumonia is the inflammation of tissue in the lungs (alveoli). It is triggered by bacterial infection and causes the alveoli to fill with fluid. The main symptoms include a cough, difficulty breathing and / or feeling breathless, increased heart rate, chest pain, fever, sweating and shivering. The most common cause of infection which leads to pneumonia is inhaling the bacteria streptococcus pneumoniae, though other bacteria and viruses may also cause pneumonia.

People at a greater risk of contracting pneumonia are young children and infants, elderly people, smokers, people with pre existing health conditions and people with a compromised immune system. A person who has recently been ill, as a result of having flu for instance, will have a weakened immune system and will be at greater risk of developing pneumonia. Pneumonia is a greater problem during autumn and winter. This is thought to be because pathogens, such as the influenza virus, spread readily at low temperatures causing a greater number of predisposing infections during winter time.      

History 

Hippocrates gives a written account of pneumonia in approximately 460-370 BC. He calls the old disease ‘peripneumonia’ and describes its recognisable symptoms: fever, chest pain and cough. 

A series of discoveries made by researchers over time led to our understanding of the cause of pneumonia today. In 1875 Edwin Klebs discovered bacteria in the bronchi (the main airways in the lungs) of patients with pneumonia. In 1881 two researchers, George Sternberg and Louis Pasteur, independently isolated the bacteria that is now known as streptococcus pneumoniae, and showed its pathogenic potential in animals through experiments using rabbits. The work of Carl Friedlander and of Albert Fraenkel in the following years helped prove that this bacteria was causing the disease pneumonia itself. 

Pneumonia was a major killer in Britain during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. A person with poor health is at risk of developing pneumonia. Poor diet, lack of access to healthcare and the spread of infectious disease during this time meant that illness was extremely common, which in turn increased the likelihood of people contracting pneumonia. In particular, young children are a risk group for pneumonia. Their vulnerability to illness is why pneumonia affected this age group so significantly during the burial registers’ lifetime.

Flu is associated with pneumonia because those who have had flu are more susceptible to developing pneumonia. During the influenza epidemic of 1918, there was corresponding epidemic in Britain in pneumonia. This is reflected within the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers; the period in which the highest number of people were attributed the cause of death pneumonia was 1910-19. The First World War had created food shortages which led to undernourishment, particularly in children. This is considered to have been a contributing factor in the fatality of pneumonia during this time. 

Although air pollutants have not been definitively proven as a cause of pneumonia, studies indicate that exposure to emissions increases a person’s risk of developing pneumonia. The increased levels of air pollution caused by industrialisation in Britain may have contributed to the increased number of fatalities from pneumonia in the late 19th century.  

Today pneumonia is treated with antibiotics. Nonetheless, the disease is still persistent and some antibiotic resistant strains have developed. 

Pneumonia is one of the top ten most common causes of death recorded in the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers . To find out more, follow this link. Select ‘View key statistics’ to generate charts displaying the breakdown of who this disease affected. 
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/special-collections-explore/Leeds%20General%20Cemetery%20Burial%20Registers%20Index?archiveDescription=pneumonia
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Inflammation 

Names: Inflamation inflamed inflaming inflammiton inflammations 

Definition 

Inflammation is the the body’s response to injury, infection or irritation and usually results in redness, swelling, heat and pain. Inflammation occurs when the body detects a harmful stimulus. This could be caused by foreign organisms (bacteria or viruses), damaged cells or an irritant substance. In response, the body’s immune system produces white blood cells and increases blood flow to the area to remove this threat, ward off infection and heal the affected tissues.  

Inflammation is beneficial and part of the healing process. Common causes of everyday inflammation include allergies, exercise, a scratch or cut on the skin and impact from a fall or collision. Inflammation of certain tissues or organs can lead to a large number of diseases such as bronchitis, pneumonia, appendicitis, tonsillitis, dermatitis and meningitis. 

Immune system disorders can result in abnormal inflammation or inflammatory disorders. Inflammatory diseases are conditions caused by inflammation occurring without a harmful stimulus, also known as autoimmunity. Examples of inflammatory diseases include arthritis, asthma and Crohn’s disease.

History

At the end of the 18th century, inflammation was understood to mean ‘a surcharge of blood, and an increased action of the vessels, in any particular part of the body.’ This definition highlights that early on the term was associated with increased blood flow. At this time medics were taught that the best treatment for inflammation was bloodletting. William Buchan explains in his 1790 publication, ‘in an inflammation of the brain, nothing more certainly relieves the patient than a free discharge of blood from the nose.’ Though a common medical treatment throughout history, in the 1800s bloodletting began to be discredited and practiced less.

In William Guy’s 1846 edition of the ‘Physician's Vade-mecum’, he writes, ‘redness, pain, increased heat and swelling are symptoms, or characters or phenomena of inflammation’. His explanation corresponds accurately with our understanding of the term inflammation today. Nevertheless, in this section Guy is discussing symptoms of diseases, suggesting that inflammation was considered a disease in itself. Conversely, today we understand inflammation to be an aspect of the body’s immune response. In the 19th century, recorded causes of death were shaped by contemporary understandings of diagnostic criteria. As suggested by Guy’s ‘Physician's Vade-mecum’, 19th century perceptions of what constituted a disease were broader and more general. 

It wasn’t until 1874 that registered doctors were required to provide cause of death for death certificates. Before this time, the cause of death would have been provided by the informant. ‘Inflammation’ as a cause of death in the burial registers appears most frequently in the 1840s-1860s. Reduced use of the term as a cause of death in registers over time may reflect evolving understandings of disease, reformed approaches to death certificates and improved medical care. 

After simply ‘inflammation’, the second most frequently appearing variant of this wording in the burial registers is ‘inflammation of lungs’. This is likely to be referring to diseases such as bronchitis, pneumonia or pleurisy which are characterised by inflammation of the tissue of the lungs.  

‘Inflammation’ is one of the top ten most common causes of death recorded in the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers . To find out more, follow this link. Select ‘View key statistics’ to generate charts displaying the breakdown of who this cause of death affected. 
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/special-collections-explore/Leeds%20General%20Cemetery%20Burial%20Registers%20Index?archiveDescription=inflammation
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Diarrhoea 

Definition 

Diarrhoea is a condition in which normal bowel function is disrupted and faeces are excreted frequently and in a liquid form. There are a number of different kinds of diarrhoea. Secretory diarrhoea occurs in response to either an increase in the secretion or a disruption of absorption of bowel fluids. Osmotic diarrhea occurs when a person consumes food and drink that cause excessive water to be drawn into the bowels, such as drinks with a high sugar content. Other types either occur alongside or are caused by physical damage to the bowel structure, such as inflammation. This is called exudative diarrhea. 

Diarrhoea can lead to severe dehydration, and it is usually this dehydration that leads to the death of sufferers. It is often a symptom of another fatal disease, such as cholera and dysentery.  

History

There are a huge number of causes of diarrhoea, which may account for its prevalence within the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers. As a cause of death within the registers, diarrhoea mainly affects children under 2 years old, although a number of people over the age of 65 are also listed. It is often spread by drinking water that has been contaminated with sewage.

As diarrhoea could be caused by a lack of access to clean water and other proper sanitation, it was more likely to affect those living in poorer areas. However, as noted by social reformer Edwin Chadwick, poor management of sewage affected the entire city of Leeds, with the ‘stagnant water’ and ‘excrementitious matter’ inescapable. Those living close to the River Aire were subject to regular flooding, and this often meant untreated sewage washed into people’s homes, making it difficult to prevent the spread of diseases, particularly those which caused diarrhoea.

In the city of Leeds in 1890 there were 362 fatalities resulting from diarrhoea and dysentery, 325 of which were in children aged under 5. In 1894 there were just 176 deaths from diarrhoea in Leeds, but the vast majority of these deaths were children aged 5 or under. In comparison, in the years 1927 and 1928, 79 and 89 people died from diarrhoea respectively. In 1929 diarrhoea was the third biggest killer in infants aged under 1 in Leeds, demonstrating that though improvements had been made, diarrhoea was still a deadly problem for children and infants.

‘Diarrhoea’ is one of the top ten most common causes of death recorded in the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers . To find out more, follow this link. Select ‘View key statistics’ to generate charts displaying the numbers, ages, gender and more of those affected. 
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/special-collections-explore/Leeds%20General%20Cemetery%20Burial%20Registers%20Index?archiveDescription=diarrhoea
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Dropsy

Alternative names: oedema, edema, dropsy of chest, dropsy heart failure, dropsy inflammation

‘Dropsy’ refers to swelling under the skin, and is generally known today as ‘oedema’. In edema, the area under the skin (the interstitium) fills with fluid. It is normal for fluid to be secreted into the interstitium. However, when disease causes the body to overproduce this fluid or impairs the body’s ability to drain this fluid away, it accumulates and becomes edema. 

Edema can vary in severity, but it is uncomfortable and can be extremely painful. It is a symptom of a number of diseases. It is likely that some of those whose cause of death is recorded as dropsy were actually killed by the condition that caused the swelling, rather than the swelling itself. 

Some conditions which can cause the kind of swelling associated with dropsy are cardiac failure, lung problems and malnutrition. Some people also experience edema during pregnancy. Dropsy can also be caused by problems in specific organs, such as liver disease or pancreatitis. 

As so many conditions cause swelling as a symptom, dropsy affected a huge variety of people. This is reflected in the burial registers: generally, dropsy tended to affect people over the age of 50 and there were slightly more women than men recorded to have died of it, but the cases are diverse. Dropsy is also the given cause of death for the first person ever to be buried in the Leeds General Cemetery: William Sheward, Surgeon to Her Majesty's Forces, buried on the 25th August 1835.

‘Dropsy’ is one of the top ten most common causes of death recorded in the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers . To find out more, follow this link. Select ‘View key statistics’ to generate charts displaying the numbers, ages, gender and more of those affected. 
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/special-collections-explore/Leeds%20General%20Cemetery%20Burial%20Registers%20Index?archiveDescription=dropsy


Natural Decay 

 
Natural dacay, natural dacey, natural deacay, natural decay, nature decay, 
General decay, Gen decay, decay, decay general, decay nature, decay of nature
 
Definition

‘Natural Decay’ was a commonly recorded cause of death in the 19th and early 20th century. The term was understood to mean the decline of life, health and strength in old age. In essence, this is an archaic term for dying of old age.  

History

In Victorian Britain ‘decay’ signified the body’s decline as a result of aging and the general process of dying. At this time ‘decay’ was commonly used in language to describe the aged or frail qualities of an elderly person. For example, someone may comment on their own ‘decaying powers’ or a family member's ‘decaying mind’. In Robert Hooper’s 1856 ‘Physician's Vade-mecum’, he explains that a person may expect to see at around the ages of 50 or 60, indicators of ‘that slow decay’ such as loss of power, sluggishness of function and impaired memory.  In 1900 the term ‘natural decay’ was defined as the declining condition of an organism and ‘the gradual failure of health and strength incident to old age.’ 

Today, old age is not generally used as a valid cause of death. When filling out death certificates, Doctors are given guidance to avoid using this phrase as the sole cause of death.  

In the burial registers, over 1400 women are recorded as having died of natural decay, while only approximately 800 men are recorded as having this cause of death. This is a disproportionately high number of women who were assigned the cause of death ‘natural decay’. One possible explanation could be that men’s deaths were investigated more thoroughly than women’s deaths, resulting in men being assigned a more precise cause of death. The circumstances leading to the invention of the stethoscope in 1816 suggest the existence of Victorian anxieties about the propriety of medical examinations of women. Rene Laënnec was a French doctor who invented the stethoscope because he felt it was improper to place his ear on the chest of a female patient. 

Of those in the burial register who died of natural decay, the most frequently appearing role is ‘widow’. Over 1000 of the women recorded as having died of natural decay were also recorded as being widows. Without a married partner, it is likely that the informant of a widow’s death was not present at the death and was unknown by the deceased. In these situations the cause of death may have been assumed to be ‘natural decay’. Of all the widows recorded in the burial registers, the most common causes of death are ‘unknown’ and ‘natural decay’. These absent or vague causes of death suggest that people were less likely to investigate deeply the death or a widow. Generally speaking, widows were often elderly and less well connected socially. During the Victorian period especially, widows were often socially marginalised because in losing their spouse, they also lost their status and financial support. 

On the other hand, dying of natural decay may indicate that a person was fortunate enough to live into old age and not exhibit the recognisable symptoms of a disease. In the burial registers, more people with the occupation of ‘gentleman’ are recorded as having died from natural decay than those with the recorded occupation of ‘labourer’. As Edwin Chadwick showed in his famous 1842 report, the living conditions of the labouring classes were associated with greater instances of disease. The upper class would have enjoyed higher standards of living conditions and consequently would have been more likely to live into old age. 

‘Natural Decay’ is one of the top ten most common causes of death recorded in the Leeds General Cemetery burial registers . To find out more, follow this link. Select ‘View key statistics’ to generate charts displaying the numbers, ages, gender and more of those affected. 
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/special-collections-explore/Leeds%20General%20Cemetery%20Burial%20Registers%20Index?archiveDescription=naturaldecay
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