
   

Fig. 3 Conoscopic images in (a) the 𝑆𝑚𝐴𝑑 phase and (b,c) in the 𝑆𝑚𝐴𝑑𝑃𝐴 phase. The cross 

representing (a) the uniaxial phase at T − TISmAd
= −7 ℃ splits into two isogyres at T −

TISmAd
= −17 ℃ and − 22 ℃ in (b) and (c) respectively showing an evidence for the biaxial 

nature of the phase at these temperatures.     

 

𝐓 − 𝐓𝐈𝐒𝐦𝐀𝐝
= −𝟕 ℃ 𝐓 − 𝐓𝐈𝐒𝐦𝐀𝐝

= −𝟏𝟕 ℃ 𝐓 − 𝐓𝐈𝐒𝐦𝐀𝐝
= −𝟐𝟐 ℃ 

(𝐚) (𝐛) (𝐜) 


